
TWO KEY CONCEPTS that transform 
OUR ST UDY A N D OUR STORY

       KEY CONCEPT #1: FOUR CHAPTERS

The storyline of the Bible leads us through a simple, 4-chapter 
framework that brings a lot of clarity to the overall flow of 
Scripture. Those chapters are—Creation, Fall, Redemption, 
and Restoration.

Though these words are not new to us, understanding their 
relationship to each other and rooting them into our hearts 
and minds will shape our Bible study for years to come.

Chapter 1: CREATION

God creates all that is out of nothing, with His very own 
words. The pinnacle of His creation are His image bearers, 
Adam and Eve. The creator’s mission for His people: go 
out into the world and multiply, be creative, work with joy, 
spread His glory.

In the beginning, the Trinity is present. God creates as the 
Spirit hovers over the waters.  John 1:3 tells us that all things 
were made by Jesus. Father, Son, and Spirit together produce 
this creative work, and it is very good.

Chapter 2: FALL

Adam and Eve covet the fruit of the forbidden tree and 
take what is not offered to them; sin and death enter the 
world. Adam acts as the representative for all people and 
his disobedience becomes our own. God’s verdict: All have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God. There is none 
righteous, not one. So, how will a holy God make peace  
with His people?

Chapter 3: REDEMPTION

We find rumblings of a coming Redeemer long before the 
gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John announce Jesus’ 

earthly arrival and mission… and even earlier than the Psalms 
and Prophets predict His coming! In Scripture, God’s 
chapter on Redemption starts way back in Genesis 3, right 
after the Fall.

Genesis 3:15 is the verse that theologians call the protoevangelion, 
or “first good news.” It’s the first time we hear God promise 
to send  One who will come to put an end to death. This 
shouldn’t surprise us to read of His plan so early on in the 
story. After all, Peter tells us in 1 Peter 1:20 that Jesus “was 
chosen before the creation of the world” to be our Savior.

The promise God made in Genesis 3 is still our reality today; 
we are a part of His continuing chapter of Redemption! God 
is in the midst of reconciling His people to Himself through 
Jesus, and we look forward with hope to His future promises.

Chapter 4: RESTORATION

This is the final chapter of God’s story, when He makes all 
things new. In Revelation, we read that His creation will 
be restored, God’s dwelling place will be with man, and we 
will receive glorified, eternal bodies. The earth and all of 
creation will be a place of rest, peace, light, and love. We 
look forward to this day with anticipation— it is the hope 
that carries us forward through a life of trials,  suffering,  
and uncertainty.

All of history—ancient and modern—fits into one of these 
4 chapters! Now, as you study the Bible and your own life, 
start to think of the “chapter” in which you find yourself. 
What came before? What comes after? What do you know 
about God’s story in the Bible that can inform or shape your 
life right now? How does it help you make sense of what is 
happening in the world?

First, let’s set the foundation for understanding our 2 key concepts by adding “Biblical theology” to our vocabulary.

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY is not just theology that is “biblical” in that it is theology that agrees with Scripture; it is the name 
given to a particular way of reading and interpreting Scripture—as one unified story, with one divine author, with one big purpose of 
pointing to Jesus Christ.

Studying the Bible through this “one story, one author, one purpose” lens is like a pair of glasses that bring into focus all the 
fuzzy and disconnected biblical knowledge we have floating around in our heads. We begin to see how everything fits together. 
Biblical theology gives us a vocabulary to talk about the Bible and the themes of our own lives that will bring clarity to our 

thoughts and conversation.

To get started, here are two important concepts of Biblical theology that will transform your study and your story as you 

apply them:
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       KEY CONCEPT #2: REDEMPTIVE THEMES

We can immerse ourselves even further into the one big 
storyline of Scripture by studying major themes from Genesis 
to Revelation. These themes are like threads that run through 
and hold together the tapestry of God’s story.

Reading the Bible with a big picture focus requires a mindset 
shift, especially when we are first learning to do so. Remember 
these helpful tips as you get started:

God has chosen to infuse real historical events, people, and 
institutions with spiritual meaning throughout the Bible.  
This means that His Word is an intricately woven story 
that recounts not only what God has done (and will 
do) throughout history, but also reveals who He is, 
culminating in the ultimate revelation of Himself in 
Jesus Christ. There are many spiritual realities that we 
can trace through the historical, biblical narrative—from 
God’s original good creation, through the corruption  
of the Fall, through the Old Testament, through the life of 

Jesus Christ, through our own lives, and finally, right to the 
final fulfillment of all things in Revelation.

Let Scripture’s redemptive themes be the lenses that bring all your 
scattered biblical knowledge into laser focus. Many of us have 
been taught to narrow our study of the Bible to one chapter, 
one parable, or one book at a time. (This is a good and useful 
method of study and should not be dismissed.) However, 
when we only study the Bible in pieces, we miss how these 
smaller stories are deeply knit into the fabric of eternity and 
are just one small part of God’s epic story.

Begin to broaden your perspective by noticing some of the 
key themes of the Bible: Covenant, Kingdom, Sacrifice, 
Rest, Good & Evil, Resurrection, Homecoming, Temple, 
Feast. As you spot their presence through the Old and New 
Testaments—and in your very own life!—you will (1)  see 
the big picture of the Bible in a fresh way and (2) see how 
everything ultimately points to the true Hero of the story, 
Jesus Christ.

HAVE FUN!!! Can we just say that the way God has woven His story together is really, REALLY cool. When you start to 
“connect the dots” by understanding how those once disconnected Bible stories fall in place in God’s big story, your Bible study 
is going to be transformed. And then your friends’ study is going to be transformed because you’re going to be talking about this… 
all. the. time.

And that, dear sister, is how we become more like Jesus. His Word molds us and changes us into the people we were created to be.

Persevere in the truth, friend! For we are all, always BECOMING.

{For more on understanding the Bible through themes, see BECOMING: Story, a deep dive study of 12 key redemptive themes of the Bible.}
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